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The Days o f the Coach & Horses, Leatherhead

The Swan Hotel c: 1905 The Duke's Head Hotel c: 1908

Frequent horse-drawn coach services passed through Leatherhead to  and from  London and 
ne ighbouring towns, con tinu ing  w h a t had been s ta rted  in S tuart tim es. Later in the  
cen tu ry , th e re  was a regu lar service leaving Epsom, Croydon, Dorking, G u ild fo rd  and 
Horsham. W ith  th e  exception o f Sunday, the  Brighton coach le f t  Leatherhead a t 2pm and 
th e  post, a rriv ing  a t 3pm da ily , le f t  by m a il coach fo r  London a t  10pm n igh tly . By 1838 
the re  w e re  da ily  coaches to  A runde l, Bognor, and W orth ing.

Driv ing a coach cou ld  be hazardous and the re  was o fte n  an arm ed guard alongside the  
d rive r. In Ju ly 1827 The Times re po rted  th e  w aylaying o f a m a il wagon by tw o  men as i t  
tra ve lle d  from  Dorking to  K ingston, ju s t  opposite  G ivons Grove, th e  hom e o f Captain 
Boulton. There was a cry  o f  ‘The money o r your l i fe ' and th e  d rive r, Cox, although 
seriously in ju re d  by b u lle ts , a tte m p te d  to  re tu rn  f ire  and d rive  on. The sound o f  gun fire  
b rough t Captain Boulton and his gam ekeeper to  th e  rescue. The m a il got through b u t the  
assailants escaped and th e  GPO o ffe re d  100 guineas fo r in fo rm a tio n  lead ing to  a convic tion .

Most stage-coaches stopped a t th e  Swan H o te l described in th e  1791 D ire c to ry  as 'a  very 
gen tee l house w ith  good accom m odation, m ost exce lle n t stab ling and good post chaises 
w ith  ab le  horses fo r  h ire ’ . T ro u t from  th e  River Mole was one o f th e  specia lities  served and 
Samuel Pepys recorded e a rlie r having sampled th e  dish. There was ano the r stage-coach 
stop a t th e  ‘ Duke’s Head’ a t  th e  to p  o f  G rea t Queen S tree t (La te r renam ed the  High S treet)

G o ff Powell
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