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21st Battalion Public Schools Royal Fusiliers - Ashtead

P ic tu res : C lockw ise fro m  to p  le f t :  On Parade - A sh tead  Com m on; T ra in in g  Exercise  - A sh te ad  Common; 
The K in g ’s V is it  - A sh te ad  P ark; Church Service - A sh te ad  Park

On the 24th September 1914, 2,000 men of the 21st Battalion of The Royal Fusiliers, young 
men drawn from English Public Schools and Universities arrived in Ashtead under the 
command of Lieutenant-Colonel J. Stuart- Worley. They were billeted locally and much of 
the ir training was carried out on Ashtead Common or Ashtead Park House Grounds. On the 
13th October 1914, King George V inspected the 18th and 19th Battalion on Epsom Downs. He 
then went to Ashtead Park to  the 21st Battalion and finally on to Leatherhead where the 20th 
Battalion were based. In March 1915 the 21st moved to Woodcote Park Camp, Epsom. The 
21st Battalion was disbanded in April 1916 as many of the men took up commissions.
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