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Emmeline (Emily) Pankhurst

Emmeline Pankhurst

Itis recorded that Mrs. Emmeline (Emily) Pankhurst,
a founder member of the Suffragette movement,
was held in the Kingston Road Police Station
on 24th February 1913. She had been arrested in
London, following a bombing incident and taken to
Leatherhead where she was questioned and charged.
Superintendent Coleman reported; “She is being
detained in Inspector Herbert Tudgay$ sitting room,
and | have arrangedfor Inspector Tudgay to let her sleep
in one o fhis bedrooms tonight."

Instructions from the Director of Public Prosecutions
had requested that whilst in custody Mrs.Pankhurst
should be treated with due consideration. Next day
Mrs. Pankhurst was bailed from Epsom Magistrates
Court having been driven to the court with the
Superintendent, which made her the first person in
the Surrey Constabulary area to have been ‘conveyed

Leatherhead Police Station circa 1930s

to court in a motor car’.

The Police Station stood in its own grounds. Two
pairs of police houses dating from the 1930s were
built in Kingston Avenue, just behind the Police
Station. In the 1960s the Police Station was extended
on the South side increasing the frontage by almost
halfas much again. Around the same time a pair of
semi detached police houses was built in Kingston
Road next to the station on ground that was
originally an orchard on Police property. The Police
Station was demolished to make way for Churchill
Retirement Homes called Emmeline Lodge after her.
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For information regarding membership, lectures and museum opening hours, contact;
Leatherhead & District Local History Society,
Leatherhead Museum, Hampton Cottage, 64 Church Street, Leatherhead, KT22 8DP
Tel; 01372 386348 Email: staff@lheadmuseum.plus.com
Website; www.leatherheadhistory.org
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