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This	
  book	
  is	
  intended	
  as	
  a	
  social	
  history	
  showing	
  how	
  railways	
  have	
  developed	
  
in	
   this	
   part	
   of	
   Surrey	
   over	
   the	
   years.	
   It	
   is	
   not	
   a	
   detailed	
   technical	
   study	
   but	
  
describes	
   how	
   the	
   system	
   grew	
   and	
   changed	
   as	
   the	
   part	
   played	
   by	
   railways	
  
varied.	
  The	
  arrival	
  of	
  the	
  railways	
  was,	
  for	
  many	
  people,	
  their	
  first	
  opportunity	
  
to	
  travel	
  more	
  than	
  a	
  few	
  miles	
  from	
  home.	
  It	
  also	
  enabled	
  goods	
  to	
  be	
  delivered	
  
over	
  a	
  much	
  wider	
  area	
  than	
  hitherto.	
  	
  
	
  

When	
   the	
   various	
   smaller	
   companies	
   in	
   this	
   area	
   were	
   grouped	
   into	
   the	
  
Southern	
  Railway	
   in	
   1923	
   the	
  need	
   for	
   stations	
   from	
   competing	
   companies	
   in	
  
the	
   same	
   town	
   disappeared	
   and	
   many	
   stations	
   were	
   closed,	
   as	
   occurred	
   in	
  
Epsom	
  and	
  Leatherhead.	
  The	
  book	
  also	
  describes	
   industrial	
  and	
  narrow-­‐gauge	
  
railways	
  in	
  Surrey	
  and	
  mentions	
  some	
  preserved	
  lines	
  where	
  one	
  can	
  re-­‐live	
  the	
  
experience	
  of	
  railways	
  as	
  we	
  once	
  knew	
  them.	
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   booksellers	
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